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Resear ch Park Biotech Firm Chromatin, Inc. Expands Oper ations at
University of Illinois

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — March 29, 2010 — The Universityf dlinois today announces that
Chromatin, Inc., a biotechnology company that ha=ipied space in the University’s Research
Park since 2005 as part of the EnterpriseWorkshatar, is expanding operations and
graduating to a 5,000 square foot facility in thesBarch Park. The expansion mahks
company'’s continued significant progress in commaéizng its proprietary technology,
including mini-chromosomes which were originallywdbped at the University of Chicago by
company co-founder and CEO Daphne Preuss.

Chromatin will transition to the newly constructiagility, which is located in the “Graduation
Building” of the Research Park, in April of 201With the larger laboratory and office space,
the company will continue to expand its R&D aciedtwhich enable the development of new
seed products and the delivery of multiple gentegiits in plants through gene-stacking, while
widening their focus to pursue new applicationghsas improved feedstocks targeting the
bioenergy sector.

Avijit Ghosh, U of | VP of Technology and Busind3svelopment, said Chromatin’s
commercialization success is a model for bioteabgpktartups in lllinois. “Chromatin is
graduating from our EnterpriseWorks incubator wiieeeResearch Park provided laboratories,
equipment and greenhouse space,” Ghosh said.gidMentures, the university-affiliated
venture capital firm, was an early Chromatin ingesAlso, The University of Illinois provided
early support to fund student employees to wornteasarchers for Chromatin, MBA students to
provide commercialization consulting, and entrepteship support services with regular events
and training.”

Otto Folkerts, Director of Transgenic Programs arahager of Chromatin’s Champaign
operation, said the University and Research Pgshat enabled the company to focus on
advancing its technology and its business. “ThefmiseWorks incubator has been the ideal
place to launch our R&D programs in crops suchaas,cotton and sugarcane,” Folkerts said.
“With the support of EnterpriseWorks, we’ve beeficegnt with our resources and better able to
focus our efforts on innovation while developing technology. By expanding the scale of our
operations within the Research Park, we can fudbgelop our existing programs and broaden
our focus into new areas such as bioenergy feddstoc

Daphne Preuss, Chromatin’s CEO, said “We are viegsed to be growing our presence in the
Champaign area and at the University’s ReseardhlBeation in particular. Our current
expansion is a direct result of our success in cerai@lizing Chromatin’s technology and
successfully attracting financing, both of whichrevgreatly facilitated by the University’s
resources, facilities and significant talent pool.”

Chromatin was founded in 2000, is headquarteréthisago and initially opened an office/lab
in the University of Illinois’ EnterpriseWorks inbator in 2005. Chromatin has successfully
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licensed its technology through commercial agreesith leading agbiotech companies
including Syngenta, Monsanto, Dow AgroSciences, Bawgker CropScience, for applications
including corn, soybeans, cotton, sugarcane, andl@a The company is now leveraging that
success and its core technology base by pursuingakie-added opportunities in the bioenergy
feedstocks market. Chromatin now employs overefpfe, including 11 in Champaign, with
plans for further increases in 2010.

Ghosh said he hopes other companies follow Chrorsaguccess model and decide to remain in
the park as their businesses grow. “We sharediptide of Chromatin’s success,” Ghosh said.
“Central lllinois and the Midwest are a naturaltéitgrow the burgeoning ZTentury bioenergy
sector given the strength of agricultural researuth industry.”
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About Chromatin: Chromatin, Inc. is developing and marketing innox&atechnology and
products that can benefit the agricultural, enecgpgmical, nutritional, and pharmaceutical
sectors. Its proprietary gene stacking technot@gybe used in any plant to simultaneously and
precisely introduce multiple genes, and this tetdgohas been licensed to leading agbiotech
companies for use in corn, soy, cotton, canolasaigarcane. Chromatin is building on this
platform to create next generation crop producis éine better designed to meet yield and
performance requirements, including products tad&d the renewable energy industry.

For additional information visit: www.chromatininc.com

About the University of Illinois Research Park: The Research Park at the University of lllinois
at Urbana-Champaign provides an environment wlestenology-based businesses can work
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with faculty and students on collaborative reseantitampus and also access University labs,
equipment, and services. The Research Park is nave ho 80 companies and growing,
employing over 1,400 people in high-technology esseAt any given time over 400 UIUC
student interns with leading-edge technical skitls working in these companies gaining
valuable work experience while making real conttitms to internal corporate R&D and
product development programs. Publically tradeaidiin the Research Park include: ADM,
Abbott Laboratories, Caterpillar, Deere & Compaltelfuse, QUALCOMM, Riverbed, SAIC,
Sony, State Farm, and Yahoo. The Research Paduis ko 35 startup companies that are
commercializing technology in the EnterpriseWorksuibator.

For additional information visit: www.researchpark.illinois.edu

About the University of Illinois (hyperlink): The University of lllinois is a worletader in
research and discovery, the largest educationgtutisn in the state with more than 71,000
students, 24,000 faculty and staff, and campusksbana-Champaign, Chicago and
Springfield. The U of | awards more than 18,500argdaduate, graduate and professional
degrees annually.

For additional information visit: www.illinois.edu
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