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About the iBIO Institute iCON Awards: 

The iBIO Institute’s iCON Awards were developed to recognize the role of education, research and training 
in fostering growth and building the next generation of Midwest biotechnology and life sciences innovators 
and leaders. As the region’s most prestigious honor, these awards are given annually to celebrate the 
achievements of the most inspired academic, civic, and business leaders who nurture education, training, 
and scholarship in the life sciences in Illinois. 

Click Here for Information on Sponsorship Opportunites 

2008 Award Recipients 

iCON Knowledge Builder Award (Grades 6-12) - Hortense Brice, Lindblom Math & Science 
Academy 

Hortense has a long and rich history in Chicago Public School System. She worked at Whitney Young for 
17 years before leaving to start the science program at King College Prep. She is currently bringing her 
expertise to Lindblom Math and Science Academy as their Science Department Chair. She received her 
Bachelor’s degree from Illinois State University, and holds a Masters from UIC in Curriculum & Instruction 
as well as a Masters from the Illinois Institute of Technology in Science Education. 

iCON Innovator Award (University Level) - Dr. Daphne Preuss, Chromatin Inc. 

Daphne Preuss, Ph.D., (Chief Executive Officer), is co-founder of Chromatin, Inc. and an inventor on 
Chromatin’s patented mini-chromosome technology. Dr. Preuss received her doctorate from MIT, and 
performed postdoctoral work at Stanford University. She is on leave of absence from the University of 
Chicago where she is the Albert D. Lasker Professor of Molecular Genetics and Cell Biology. She also 
serves on the Board of Governors at Argonne National Laboratory, was listed by Discover Magazine as one 

of twenty outstanding young American scientists in 2000, and named to Chicago Crain's Business Review's 
"40 under 40" list of promising Chicago citizens in 2001. She is a David and Lucile Packard Fellow, a 
Searle Scholar, and a Lifetime National Associate of the National Academy of Sciences. 

  

 


